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Leo. A kind ouerflow ofkindnefTe,there are no faces truer 
then thofe that are fo wafht, how much better is it to weepe at 
ioy,then to ioy at weeping? 

Beatr. I pray you, is Signior Mountanto returnd from the 
warres or no? 

Mejfen. I know none of that name, ladie, there wasnone 
fuch in the army of any fort. 

Leonato What is he that you aske for neecc? 

Hero My cofen meanes Signior Benedickeof Padua. 

Lft-fejf. O hee’s returnd, and aspleafant'as eucrhe was, 
Bea. Hefet vp his bills here in Mcffina, and challengde 
Cupid at thcFlight, and my vnclcs foole reading the chaleno’e 
fubfenbdefor Cupid, and challengde him at the Burbolt : I 
pray you, how many hath he kild and eaten in thefe warres? 
but how many hathhekild?forindeedeIpromifcdtocateall 
ofhis killing. 

Leo. Faith neece you taxe Signior Benedicke too much, 
but heele be meet with you,I doubt it not. 

Mc§. He hath done good f eruice lady in the/e warres, 

Beat. You had mufty vittaile,and he hath holpe to cate if, 
he is a very valiaunt trencher man , he hath an excellent flo» 
macke. 

Mejf. Andagoodfouldiertoo,lady. 

Beat. AndagoodfouldiourtoaLadv, but what is he to 3 
Lord? 

CMe(J. A lord to a lord, a man to a man,fbjfft with a! hono- 
rable vertues. 

Beat. It is fo indeed, he is no leffe then a flu ft man, but for 
the (luffing wel,wc arc al mortall. 

Leo. You in u ft not, fir, miflake my neece, there is a kind 
efraeiy warre betwixt Signior Benedicke and her, theyneuer 
meet but there’s a skirmifh ofwit betweene them. 

Beat. Alas he gets nothing by that, in our lafr confhft^ ofhis 
hue wits wen t halting off, and now is the whole man gotiernd 
with onc.fo that if he haue wit enough to keep himfclfwarm; 
let him beareu for a difference between himfelfancl his borfc, 
for it is all the wealth that he hath left, to be known a reafona- 
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ble crcatarc»who is.his companion now?hc hatheuery month 
a new fworne brother* 

Mejj. Ill: poffible? 

Beat . Very eafily po/Tible,he weares his faith but as the fa- 
/Lion ofhis hat, it euer changes with the next blocke. 

Mejf* I fee lady the gentleman is not in your bookes. 
t Beat . No, and he were, I would burne my ftudy,but I pray 
youwhois his companion? is thereno vong fejuarer now that 
will make a voyage with him to the diuell? 

Mejf. He is moft in the companie of the right noble Clau« 
dio. 

Beat. OLord, he will hang vpon himlikeadifeafe, heeis 
fooner caught than the peftilence, and the taker runs prefent- 
ly madde, God help the noble Claudio, if he haue caught die 
Iknedift,it will coft him a thoufand pound ere a be cui ed. 
Afejf I will holde friends with you Ladie. 

Beat. Do good friend. 

• Leon . You will ncuerrunne madde niece. 

Beat. No, not till a hotc Ianuary. 

Mejf Don Pedro is approacht. 

Enter don Tedro, Claudio, Benedicke^ Balthafar 
and John the bafeard. 

Peiro Good fignior Leonato, are you come to meet your 
trouble : thefafliion of the world is, to auoyd coft^and you in* 
counter it. 

Leon. Neuer camctrouble to my lioufe, inffie likeneffe of 
your grace, for trouble being gone, comfort fhould remaine: 
but when you depart from mee, forrow abides, and happines 
takes hisleaue. 

Bedro \ ou embrace your charge too willingly : Ithincke 
this is your daughter. 

Leonato Her mother hath many times tolde me fo. 

Bencd. Were you in doubt fir that you askther? 

Leonato Signior Benedicke, no, for then were you a child; 
Pearo i ou haue it full Benedicke, wee may gheffc bv tins, 
What you are , being a man, truely the Lady fathers her felfe: 

A i be. 




